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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: The word 
"determine" on line 10 should be changed to "detemiining". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Line 8 states "determining whether to ignore a reloading function". It is unknown 
what a reloading function is or what its purpose is at it is not mentioned in the 
specification. It is given the broadest interpretation possible as any function that aids in 
the reloading of the system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-^are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klein 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,938,764) in view of DMI v2.0 Update. 

As per claim 1 , Klein discloses a method of backing up BIOS settings stored in a 
CMOS memory in a computer system by a memory, the method comprising steps of: 

executing a power on self test (POST) procedure after powering on the computer 
system (column 5, lines 6-26, specifically lines 6-9; Note: it is understood that a POST 
test is simply an initialization test run upon power up of the computer); 

detecting BIOS settings stored in the CMOS memory (column 5, lines 20-22; the 
CMOS RAM configuration data is described in relation to BIOS in column 1, lines 43- 
49); and 

writing predetermined BIOS settings stored in the memory into the CMOS 
memory if the BIOS settings stored in the CMOS memory are abnomial (column 5, lines 
34-38). 
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DMI memory, a term not commonly used in the art, is defined as being memory 
that stores information according to DMI standards. 
Klein fails to disclose DMI memory. 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the DMI memory as disclosed by the DMI v2.0 Update in 
the method described by Klein. It would have been obvious because the DMI memory 
would allow DMI-enabled management applications to access the configuration 
information described by Klein (DMI v2.0 Update: page 2, lines 14-16). 

As per claim 2, Klein discloses a method wherein the computer system 
subsequently accomplishes the POST procedure if the BIOS settings stored in the 
CMOS memory are normal (column 5, lines 23-27). 

As per claim 3, Klein discloses a method wherein the BIOS settings are backed 
up in a memory block of the memory (column 4, lines 62-64; It is understood that the 
configuration ROM must be stored in some type of block). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

As per claim 4, Klein discloses a method wherein the memory is located in a 
flash memory (column 4, lines 2-7). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

As per claim 12, Klein discloses a method of backing up BIOS settings stored in 
a CMOS memory in a computer system into a memory, comprising: 

entering a BIOS setting menu (figure 2B, items 86, 88, and 90); 
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querying whether BIOS settings being save after exiting the BIOS setting menu 
(figure 2B, item 92); 

backing up the BIOS settings into the memory (figure 2B, item 94). 

DMI memory, a term not commonly used in the art, is defined as being memory 
that stores information according to DMI standards. 

Klein fails to disclose DMI memory. 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the DMI memory as disclosed by the DMI v2.0 Update in 
the method described by Klein. It would have been obvious because the DMI memory 
would allow DMI-enabled management applications to access the configuration 
information described by Klein (DMI v2.0 Update: page 2, lines 14-16). 

As per claim 13, Klein discloses a method wherein the BIOS settings are stored 
in a memory block of the memory (column 4, lines 62-64; It is understood that the 
configuration ROM must be stored in some type of block). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

As per claim 14, Klein discloses a method wherein the memory is located in a 
flash memory (column 4, lines 2-7). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

As per claim 15, Klein discloses a method wherein the BIOS settings are not 
saved if saving BIOS settings after exiting the BIOS settings menu is not required 
(figure 2B. items 92 and 64). 
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As per claim 16, Klein discloses a method of backing up a BIOS setting stored in 
the CMOS memory of a computer system by a DMI memory, the DMI memory including 
a memory block for storing predetermined BIOS settings in the computer system, the 
method comprising the following steps: 

storing the predetermined BIOS settings stored in the CMOS memory to the 
memory block of the memory (column 5, line 66- column 6, line 5); 

updating the BIOS settings stored in the CMOS memory according to the 
predetermined BIOS setting stored in the memory block of the memory (column 5, lines 
34-38). 

DMI memory, a term not commonly used in the art, is defined as being memory 

* 

that stores information according to DMI standards. 
Klein fails to disclose DMI memory. 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the DMI memory as disclosed by the DMI v2.0 Update in 
the method described by Klein. It would have been obvious because the DMI memory 
would allow DMI-enabled management applications to access the configuration 
information described by Klein (DMI v2.0 Update: page 2, lines 14-16). 

As per claim 17, Klein discloses a method wherein the corresponding memory 
block of the memory is located in a flash memory (column 4, lines 2-7). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 
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Claims 5-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(d) as being unpatentable over 
Klein in view of DMI v2.0 Update in further view of Hasbun et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6.295,619). 

As per claim 5, Klein discloses a method of backing up BIOS settings stored in a 
CMOS memory in a computer system by a DMI memory, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

executing a power on self test (POST) procedure after powering on the computer 
system (column 5, lines 6-26, specifically lines 6-9; Note: it is understood that a POST 
test is simply an initialization test run upon power up of the computer); 

detecting whether the BIOS settings stored in the CMOS memory are normal 
(figure 2A, item 66; column 5, lines 20-25); 

determining whether to ignore a reloading function (column 5, lines 9-15; Note: 
the reset vector represents the reloading function); 

determining whether to access the DMI memory according to whether an 
enabling signal has been set (column 5, lines 9-15; Note: the reset vector/ warm start 
also represents the enabling signal); and 

writing predetermined BIOS settings stored in the DMI memory into the CMOS 
memory (column 5, lines 34-38). 

Klein fails to disclose detecting header data of the DMI memory. 

Hasbun discloses a computer system comprising: 

detecting header data of the DMI memory (column 5, lines 35-43). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the header detection as described by Hasbun in the 
method described by Klein. It would have been obvious because Hasbun allows for a 
specific sector needed (i.e. the BIOS settings sector) when the data is to be read 
(column 5, lines 35-43). 

DM I memory, a term not commonly used in the art, is defined as being memory 
that stores information according to DMI standards. 

Klein and Hasbun fail to disclose DMI memory. 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the DMI memory as disclosed by the DMI v2.0 Update in 
the method described by Klein and Hasbun. It would have been obvious because the 
DMI memory would allow DMI-enabled management applications to access the 
configuration information described by Klein (DMI v2.0 Update: page 2, lines 14-16), 

As per claim 6, Klein discloses a method wherein the computer system 
subsequently accomplishes the POST procedure if the BIOS settings stored in the 
CMOS memory are normal (figure 2A, items 66 and 64). 

As per claim 7, Klein discloses a method wherein the computer system 
subsequently accomplishes the POST procedure if the reloading function is ignored 
(column 5, lines 6-15), 

As per claim 8, Hasbun discloses a method wherein the computer system 
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subsequently accomplishes the procedure if the memory has no header information 
(column 9, lines 1-6). 

Klein discloses a POST procedure (column 5, lines 6-26, specifically lines 6-9; 
Note: It is understood that a POST test is simply an initialization test run upon power up 
of the computer). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

As per claim 9, Klein discloses a method wherein the computer system 
subsequently accomplishes the POST procedure if the enabling signal is not set 
(column 5, lines 6-15). 

As per claim 10, Klein discloses a method wherein the BIOS settings are backed 
up in a memory block of a memory (column 4, lines 62-64; It is understood that the 
configuration ROM must be stored in some type of block). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

As per claim 1 1 , Klein discloses a method wherein the memory is located in a 
flash memory (column 4, lines 2-7). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klein 
and DMI v2.0 Update, in further view of Cluff et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,962,930). 

Klein and DMI v2.0 Update are relied upon for reasons stated in the previous 
section. 
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Klein fails to disclose the CMOS memory located in a south bridge chipset, 
although he does disclose a bridge circuit (column 3, lines 43-45). 

Cluff discloses a method wherein the CMOS memory is located in a south bridge 
chipset (column 3, lines 1-6). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the CMOS memory in the south bridge chip as described 
by Cluff in the computer system described by Klein. It would have been obvious 
because it is a typical place to locate the CMOS (column 3, lines 1-6), seeing as the 
south bridge chip only relates to where the chip is drawn in a figure. 

Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klein in view of DMI v2.0 update, Cluff, Burton (U.S. Patent No. 6,996,656), and James 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6.647,512). 

As per claim 19, Klein discloses a computer system for backing up BIOS settings 
in a memory block of a flash memory, comprising: 

a central processing unit (CPU) (column 3, lines 29-33); and 

a flash memory located on a motherboard of the computer system (column 3, 
lines 29-30; Note: it is understood that the computer system in figure 1 is located on 
some type of motherboard), wherein the flash memory comprises a first memory block 
for a DMI memory (column 3, line 66- column 4, line 7). 

Klein fails to disclose CMOS memory located in the south bridge chip. 

Cluff discloses a computer system comprsing: 
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a CMOS memory located in the south bridge chip (column 3, lines 1-6). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the CMOS memory in the south bridge chip as described 
by Cluff in the computer system described by Klein. It would have been obvious 
because it is a typical place to locate the CMOS (column 3, lines 1-6), seeing as the 
south bridge chip only relates to where the chip is drawn in a figure. 

Klein and Cluff fail to disclose an FSB or a DDR memory bus. 

Burton discloses a computer system comprsing: 

a front side system bus (FSB) for connecting a north bridge chip to the CPU 
(column 4, lines 4-6); and 

a double data rate (DDR) memory bus for connecting the north bridge chip to a 
memory module (column 4, lines 6-13). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the CMOS memory in the south bridge chip as described 
by Cluff in the computer system described by Klein and Cluff. It would have been 
obvious because these are typical bus types used in the art (column 3, lines 62-63). 

Klein, Cluff, and Burton fail to disclose an AGP or PCI bus. 

James discloses a computer system comprsing: 

an accelerated graphic port (AGP) bus for connecting the north bridge chip to a 
display card module (figure 2, item 208; column 4, lines 22-25); and 

a peripheral component interconnect (PCI) bus for connecting a south bridge 
chip to a plurality of peripheral devices (column 4, lines 25-31 ; column 4, lines 38-41). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the CMOS memory in the south bridge chip as described 
by Cluff in the computer system described by Klein, Cluff, and Burton. It would have 
been obvious because these are well-known bus types used in the art. 

DMI memory, a term not commonly used in the art, is defined as being memory 
that stores information according to DMI standards. 

Klein, Cluff, Burton, and James fail to disclose DMI memory. 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the DMI memory as disclosed by the DMI v2.0 Update in 
the method described by Klein. It would have been obvious because the DMI memory 
would allow DMI-enabled management applications to access the configuration 
information described by Klein (DMI v2.0 Update: page 2, lines 14-16). 

As per claim 20, Klein discloses a computer system wherein the BIOS settings 
are stored in the CMOS memory (column 3, lines 60-64). 

As per claim 21, Klein discloses a computer system wherein the memory block of 
the flash memory (column 4, lines 2-7) comprises a memory block for the memory 
(column 4, lines 62-64; It is understood that the configuration ROM must be stored in 
some type of block), and the memory backs up the BIOS settings (column 4, lines 36- 
38). 

DMI v2.0 Update discloses DMI memory (page 2, lines 8-13). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David G. Gentry whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2570. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Baderman can be reached on (571) 272-3644. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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